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\ few vears ago, the Junean Homeless Coalition began the Our of the Rain Calendar project as an

ettort to communicate the truth about homelessness in Alaska’s 'L'.||:'1L.|| City. P F Ting
truth is that Juneau is Alaska’s most homeless citv. A larger percentage of our citizens are homeless

than in either Anchorage or Fairbanks.

This calendar does not dwell on the pain and frustration and suffering of the homeless. Instead, it
is a testimonial to human dignity and strength in the face of adversity. The tolks teatured here
would be to the fir . . v are not heroes in the battle against povertv—they are just

lolks like vou and me.

Evervone |'|_1‘~ d story, 1 ||l"-l.' |".-L'.Iu1,i|||| |]|||'tr'.|il- |]l.'l. Lon vou to |LHJL. it |:Il.'l?|:l||'1‘\ eves and |i\-1l.'|1 (W]
their words. Take a moment to actually listen, and hear the truth that lives in all our hearts that

we are all brothers and sisters and that “there but lor fortune 0 YO and 1.”

[ spes ak for 1nw;|t and for many ol my partners in the Juneau Homeless Coalition, We are
fortunate to || we had the -:|'|]||-:-: Lo meet folks like those Vo will meet cad h month on l;|'|l [pages
ol this calendar. By sharing some of these stories, we can strengthen a network of community and
build a legacy of commitment and caring to pass on to our children. We are so blessed to live in
this beautiful |1l.li e, rich in natural h{uull_'. and an abundance of material we . The great news s
that we have the resources to be the first ['.Lpil.ﬂ City in America to cnd homelessness! Tt :m]j.

takes our commitment to make it so. When the |u'u-]:|n' lead, the leaders will follow.

[ want to express my gratitude to a few of those who made this calendar possible. Thank vou Laura
Lucas and ]emln I .\1":-- lor your encrgy and sustained etlort he |L|||; 7 the cats. A H]!-U.Iull l|1.|nk Vo

to Marilyn Holmes, the |:hc:l:-;1|~1|1|ut uhc:mpturul the human spirit in each portrait.

1 could, T would dedicate this calendar to a |c1|1§3 list of friends who have ]‘.-.'I‘H‘\':'l.] on. It would take
pages to do justice to their stories, Flease allow me to relate one of the most recent. In respect for
his family, I won’t use his name. Many of you knew him and many more heard him during regular
performances of the Juneau "mn]hhnm the Thunder Mountain Big Band and Fleet Street, He
appearcd with some ol the great jazz bands of the 60’s and 70’s. He was a veteran of the ULS. Armny
and Navy and a Zen Buddhist. For two years betore coming to live with us at St. Vincent de Paul,
his home was a storage unit with no heat or running water. He had lost his job due to illness, but
never gave in to -:ll.‘~|]IIt never complained, and |]v. avs had a ready smile and genuine aftfection tor
all |JLH]'3|{' Thankfully, he was able to enjoy a couple of vears of lecent |'||=-1L|~~|n-1 finally securing his

LA .'IJII.'IIlII'II. nt. | 'l."'.l‘\ll |'II‘~ |]Ilt[t.lll llll.]|li| I]l II]lllILl:tI. ]'I'i e, We '-.".I” Mmiss |I]I'|1.
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